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held down Aragon, but was unable till the autumn to undertake
anything outside the borders of that province; while the
Catalonian rising was maintained in full flame and kept busy a
large army, first under Augereau and then under Macdonald,
which was not in a position to undertake any important opera-
tion till the end of the year, when siege was at length laid to
Tortosa.
Meanwhile the three army corps of the Army of Portugal,
86,000 strong, under Massena, one of the ablest and most
experienced of Napoleon's Marshals, began to assemble on the
north-eastern frontier of Portugal from March onwards. It
was not till June, however, that they were ready to commence
active operations, and Wellington utilised to the full the
breathing space thus granted him to perfect his measures for
the defence of the country. The militia, numbering some
45,000 men, as well as the popular levee en masse, was called out;
arrangements were made for the systematic evacuation of the
whole area over which the enemy were likely to advance ; and
the construction of a vast entrenched camp covering Lisbon
was completed. This camp, known as the lines of Torres
Vedras, comprised two lines of works on a front of 25 miles
from the Lower Tagus to the sea, and about 25 miles north of
Lisbon, together with a third line close to that city intended to
cover the embarkation of the army should this be necessary.
The fortifications were as complete as time and labour could
make them and their existence remained to the last entirely
unsuspected by the French. Meanwhile the Allied army of
60,000 men, of whom about half were British, were held ready
in the upper Mondego valley. Hill's Second Division was
detached in the Tagus valley to watch for any hostile advance
in that quarter, while Craufurd's Light Division, .east of the
Coa, covered the front of the main body.
In June, Massena laid siege to the frontier fortress of
Ciudad Rodrigo, and on its surrender, after a gallant defence of
five weeks, assailed Craiifurd on the Coa, forced him back over
that river after a smart combat, and invested Almeida. The
resistance of that place was cut short owing to the explosion of
the magazine, which wrecked the town and left the governor
with no choice but to capitulate, and after a further three weeks
had been passed by the French in collecting supplies all was at
last ready for the great offensive. Wellington, relieved of his
fears of a simultaneous advance north and south of the Tagus,
now 'drew in Hill to the main army, and was soon notified
that Massena had chosen for the march of his 65,000 men
what he described as " the worst road in Portugal"—that along
the north bank of the Mondego to Coimbra. He at once

